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Dr Jai Bansal
Coordinator, Poster Presentations

Dr Jai Bansal refl ected that the poster presentation element was added 
to create diversity in the medium of communication that was highly 
interactive, personal, and scalable. With a gathering as diverse in 
attendees and events, poster presentation added another element to 
the experience of delegates bringing to the forefront areas that may 
otherwise have been left out of the WHC. 
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Shri M. Venkaiah Naidu
Vice President, Republic of Bharat

Commemorated Swami Vivekananda and the speech he gave in Chicago in 1893 that made a great 
impact globally. WHC has provided us an opportunity to listen to eminent personalities and how 
they have dedicated their lives to spreading the message of Hindu Dharma. Global messages of 
Hindu Dharma that should reach everyone are that the whole world is one family and that dharma 
propagates pluralism, acceptance, and mutual respect. Hindus are diverse, but there is unity in this 
diversity. 
Concluding with Swami Vivekananda’s thoughts Shri Naidu reiterated that the progress of a nation 
will happen through the way it treats its humans. Respecting women is the culture and philosophy 
of Hindu Dharma. Everyone should rededicate to the thoughts that Swami Vivekananda had for the 
greatness of humankind and let us all work towards it. 
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VOTE OF THANKS

Dr Bharat Barai
Organising Committee, WHC 2018, Chicago 

Dr  Bharat Barai thanked all the members of the Organising Committee, 
various sub-committees, Secretariat, Volunteers, and sponsors who 
had contributed to organising and making the World Hindu Congress 
2018 a success. 

Shri Bill Foster (Congressman)
Chicago, Illinois

Shri Bill Foster congratulated the organisers and participants of the 
World Hindu Congress for a successful event. Through interaction 
at WHC, he learned about the good that the Hindu community does 
for itself and for everyone around the world. He hoped that this 
Conference leads to a fruitful discussion of how to best support the 
principles of Hindu Dharma everywhere. 
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WHAT IS DHARMA ?
Dharma is NOT a religion, it is NOT a tradition, it is NOT culture, it is 
NOT ethnicity, it is NOT nationality, it is NOT faith, it is NOT even a way 
of life. Dharma means “That which sustains”. There is NO word in English 
or any other language that accurately conveys the real meaning of Dharma. 
Therefore Dharma is Dharma.

WHAT IS HINDU DHARMA ?
“Hindu” is an unbounded word and symbolizes Sanatan (Eternal). Dharma 
means “That, which sustains”. That which ETERNALLY SUSTAINS 
EVERYTHING (individual, family, community, society, nature, animate 
and inanimate) is Hindu Dharma.

www.worldhinducongress.org
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World Hindu Congress 2014, New Delhi
“Many of us felt that history had been made here. For the fi rst time 
since the last Hindu empire of Vijayanagar, Hindus proudly gathered 
to remind the world that every sixth human being on this planet is the 
inheritor of the most ancient Living Knowledge.
For more than twenty centuries—from Alexander, to the fi rst Arab 
invasions, then the British, Portuguese, Dutch and French—Hindus 
have been colonized, persecuted, converted by force and killed, 
creating in the Hindu community a self-loathing and fear that makes 
them cringe and retreat at the least hint of danger. Miraculously, 
Hindu Dharma and Hindu survived and suddenly, Hindus came 
out of hiding, traveling from Bharat, Sri Lanka, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Mauritius, Fiji, South Africa, US, UK, Canada, Bangladesh and 
Pakistan. They stood together and shouted: “We are here. We have 
been on this Earth at least ten thousand years and we have much to 
give to the world.”
Nor were these the old guard, though they led the charge. These were 
Hindu youth—and modern Hindu youth—with their smartphones, 
iPads and social networking apps: software geeks, engineers, writers, 
advocates, doctors, bankers and businessmen. Bharat is one of the 
youngest nations, with a median age of 25 compared to Japan’s 48 
and America’s 35. The new Hindus have arrived. They are savvy, 
connected and hungry for change, and for its partner, power. I have 
attended many such conferences, and seen that they provoke few real 
changes. But this one was different; it was a tangible symbol, a sign, 
an occult happening. Swami Vivekananda’s and Sri Aurobindo’s call 
for a renaissance of Bharat has begun.”
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www.worldhinducongress.org


